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Course Description

Welcome to biology.  This class explores all 
aspects of the living world from why baby 
rabbits eat poop to gender switching fish to the 
reason trees can grow so much taller than 
giraffes.  I hope you get inspired by the 
creativity living things employ in order to 
survive.

Your survival in the course depends on 
understanding our core content, a term for the 
key ideas all biology students in the state (and 
most others in the US) must learn.  The class 
culminates in an End of Course (EOC) 
Assessment, basically a final that students all over the country will take.  Learning how 
to answer EOC questions will be a focus throughout the year.

Success in this class comes from wanting to learn.  Our challenge is to find the right 
motivation for that learning.  The worst thing we could do is to not seek that motivation 
out.  In other words, do not settle for being bored or unsuccessful, find a way out of it!
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Classroom Expectations

Students are expected to be respectful to each other, the teacher, the classroom, and 
themselves. If students take the time to ask themselves if their actions are respectful or not, I 
am confident they will be know how to be respectful.  I will communicate to students privately 
if a behavior or action needs to be corrected.  Repeated offenses will be referred to families 
and the principal.  

I further expect you as students or families to communicate with me when I do not meet your 
expectations.  I am very hard to offend and very eager to work with you to improve your 
learning.  I cannot urge you enough to contact me with any concerns or suggestions.

Materials

Please bring a 1 inch binder that can be left in the classroom. Let me know if this will be 
difficult, I have a few hiding around the room. 
Pencils, Pens, and Paper are the responsibility of the student, but you’d be hard pressed to 
find a situation where I would let the absence of these hinder a student’s chance to learn.

Parents and Family, 

Please visit my website for 
more information about what 

we are accomplishing!

www.misterwoodward.com

Grade Scale Grade Components

A           100-90
B             89-80
C             79-70
D             69-65

Home work, class work, bell ringers    40% 
Assessment (Labs, Tests, Projects)     50% 
Final Exam                                           10%
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